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Henry and his dog Mudge venture out into the wet and happy world of spring in this second

Ready-to-Read book of their adventures.Henry and his 180-pound dog Mudge are best friends

forever. And when spring arrives, they're ready for some puddle trouble!
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When you're dealing with as big a star as author Cynthia Rylant, you can look back on the artist's

early projects and see the blooming seeds of greatness that established themselves early on. As an

author, Rylant has penned books that speak to the quiet still voice in all of us. Her, "When I Was

Young In the Mountains" is a delicate return to the Appalachia of her youth. More recently her, "God

Went to Beauty School" gives us a book that is both succinct and grandiose. With these works (and

many others) in mind I decided to take a gander at her early reader series starring the irascible

Henry and his sweet natured St. Bernard (or so I assume him to be) Mudge.In this, the second book

in the "Henry and Mudge" series, we follow our intrepid duo through three bite sized adventures. In

"Snow Glory", it's Spring and Henry has fallen head over heels in love with a small blue flower that

has bloomed. Though his mother tells him not to pick it, Henry is entranced by the plant and

confesses this love to his dog. Unfortunately, Mudge listens intently to Henry and then proceeds to



devour the plant. Initially angry, Henry understands that it is necessary to forgive his pet and the two

continue companionably. In the second tale, "Puddle Trouble", Henry forgets to inform his father

that he and Mudge are going puddle jumping in the wet April weather. When his pop comes looking

for the two, his intentions are not as dire as they may first appear. Finally, the third tale in this

collection, "The Kittens", is for me the best written of the bunch. The cat who lives next door to

Henry and Mudge has kittens, and the two friends have a great deal of fun watching the sweet little

balls of fur play.
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